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CHAPTER 4 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 

 
 

11-401. Classification of Districts - For the purpose of this ordinance, Milan, Tennessee 
is hereby divided into nine (9) districts, designated as follows: 

 
R-1 Low Density Residential 

R-2 Medium Density Residential 

R-3 High Density Residential 

R-1A Moderate Density Residential 

R-P Residential-Professional 

B-1 Local Business 

B-2 Retail Business 

B-3 General Business 
B-4 Commercial Services District 

F-H Flood Hazard District 

M-1 Light Industrial 

 
11-402. Boundaries of Districts 

 
1. The boundaries of districts in Section 11-501 of this Chapter are hereby 

established as shown on the Official Zoning Map entitled "Zoning Map of Milan, 

Tennessee," which is a part of this ordinance and which is on file in the City Hall. 

 
2. Unless otherwise indicted on the zoning map, the boundaries are lot lines, the 

center lines of streets or alleys, railroad rights-of-way, or the corporate limit lines 

as they existed at the time of the enactment of this ordinance. Questions 

concerning the exact locations of district boundaries shall be determined by the 

Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
3. Where a district boundary divides a lot, as existing at the time this ordinance  takes 

effect and the major portion of said lot is in the less restricted district, the 

regulations relative to that district may be extended twenty (20) feet into the more 

restricted district within said lot. 
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Milan Zoning Ordinance   

 

 

 

11-506. R-5 (High Density Single Family Residential) District.  Within 

the R-5 (High Density Single Family) District, as shown on the Zoning Map 

of Milan, Tennessee, the following regulations shall apply: 

 

1. Uses Permitted 

 

(a) Single Family Dwellings, not Mobile Homes. 

(b) Any accessory use or building customarily incidental to the 

above permitted uses. 

 

(c) Real estate signs advertising the sale, rental, or leasing of only 

the premises on which they are maintained, provided that they are not 

over four (4) square feet in area, and at least fifteen (15) feet from all 

lot lines. 

 

2. Uses Permitted on Appeal 

 

          

(a) Hospitals for human care, churches, and other places of worship, 

public buildings such as libraries, public utilities, and other state or 

federal uses. 

  

(b) Customary home occupations subject to such conditions as the  

Board of Zoning Appeals may require in order to preserve and 

protect the character of the neighborhood; and provided that: 

 
(1) The proposed use shall be located and conducted in the 

principal building only. 

 

(2) The principals and employees engaged in the proposed use shall 

be residents of the dwelling unit in which the proposed use is 

located. 

 

(3) Not more than fifteen (15) percent of the total floor area in the 

dwelling unit shall be devoted to the proposed use. 
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(4) The proposed use shall not constitute primary or incidental 

storage facilities for a business, industrial, or agricultural 

activity conducted elsewhere. 

 

(5) No activity, materials, goods, or equipment indicative of the 

proposed use shall be visible from the public way. 

 

(6) The proposed use shall not be advertised by the display of 

goods or signs on the lot on which the proposed use is located. 

 

(7) The proposed use shall not generate noise, odor, fumes, smoke, 

vehicular traffic, nor nuisance of any kind which would tend to 

depreciate the residential character of the neighborhood in 

which the proposed use is located. 

 
(c) Any other use which in the opinion of the Board of Zoning 

Appeals is similar in character to the permitted uses and is not 

detrimental to the zoning district. 

 

3.  Uses Prohibited 

 

Any other use or structure not specifically permitted or permissible on 

appeal in this chapter. 

 

4.  Location of Accessory Structures 

 

(a) No accessory structure shall be erected in any required front or 

side yard. Accessory structures shall not cover more than thirty 

(30) percent of any required rear yard, and shall be at least five (5) 

feet from all lot lines and from any other building on the same lot.  

 

(b)   Accessory buildings on corner lots shall conform with front yard 

setbacks for both intersecting streets. 

 

 

5.   Regulations Controlling Lot Area, Lot Width, Yards, Building 

Height.  The principal building shall be located so as to comply with 

the following requirements. 

 

(a) Minimum required lot area     5-29 



Milan Zoning Ordinance   

(1) Dwelling Units      6,000 sq., ft.  

 

(2) Churches      20,000 sq. ft. or 

200 sq. ft.      

of lot area per 

auditorium seat, 

whichever is 

greater 

 

(3) Other Uses   As required by the Board of  

                               Zoning Appeals. 

 

(b) Minimum required lot width at the building line.  

 
(1)      Dwellings     50 feet 

 

  (2) Churches      70 feet 

 

(3) Other uses            As required by the Board of  

       Zoning Appeals.     

 

 (c) Minimum required front yard. 

 

  (1) All uses  20 feet 

 

(2)   Churches   25 feet 

 

(3)      Other Uses  25 feet or more as required by the  

Board of Zoning Appeals. 

     

 

 (d) Minimum required rear yard. 

 

  (1)  All uses  20 feet 

   

  (2)  Churches  20 feet 

 

(3)      Other uses  15 feet or more as required by the                

                                    Board of Zoning Appeals. 
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 (e) Minimum required side yard on each side of lot 

 

 

(1) Dwellings  10 feet (Can be reduced to 6 feet 

based on the presentation of approved engineered data 

that the design meets the fire separation requirements                             

of the International Residential Code).                                                     

  

(2) Churches  25 feet 

 

  (2) Other uses  10 feet or more as required by the 

      Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

(f) Minimum required side yard for side facing street on corner 

lots. 

 

(1) All uses      20  feet  

 

(g)  Maximum lot coverage by all buildings 

 

(1) Dwellings     40% 

 

(2) Churches      35% 

 
 

(3) Other uses  As required by the Board of 

                                    Zoning Appeals. 

 

(h)   Maximum permitted height of structures. 

 

(1) No building shall exceed three (3) stories or thirty-five feet 

in height unless each side yard is increase over the required 

minimum by five (5) feet or fraction thereof, of additional 

height over thirty-five (35) feet, not to exceed sixty-five (65) 

feet, however. 

 

(2) On a lot less than fifty (50) feet in width at the building line 

no building shall exceed one and one-half (1 ½) stories or 

twenty-five (25) feet in height.      
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(3) No accessory building shall exceed two (2) stories in height. 

 

(4) Free standing poles, spires, towers, antennae and similar 

structures not designed for or suitable for human occupancy 

may exceed the height provisions of the ordinance provided 

they comply with all other codes and ordinances and 

provided that they are located a distance of their own height 

plus ten (10) feet from the nearest property line. 

 
6. Off-Street Automobile Storage 

 

There shall be provided at the time of erection of any residential building or 

structure within the R-5 (High Density Single Family Residential District) a 

minimum of three (3) off street parking spaces of at least 9’ X 18’ each. 

Garage and carport parking may be counted toward the required parking 

spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5-32 



Milan Zoning Ordinance   

 

 

 

 






























































































































